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Your Child’s Teacher-


My name is Andrea Shepherd and I was born and raised in Belvidere(Go Bucs).  I graduated from Illinois State University with a degree in Elementary Education, and I have a master’s degree from Saint Xavier University.  This will be my fourteenth year teaching 2nd Grade. I look forward to getting to know your child and having another great year teaching second grade!
This year is going to be such an important year in your child’s academic growth.  This year you will be amazed and proud of the progress your child will make.  In order for this year to be a success, I need your help and constant support at home.  In school, I have prepared an organized structured environment to best promote your child’s academic growth.  I hope the following information will help you to better understand how our classroom will be managed and make for a smooth and successful year.  

School Procedures-

Arrival- A bell rings at 7:30 am, but students may enter the building at 7:20.  The final or “tardy” bell rings at 7:40 am and signifies the official start of the school day.  Do not drop your child off too early because there will be no supervision until 7:20am.  Students arriving after 7:40 must check in with the office before going to their classroom. Also, if you need to take your child to their classroom then you will need to sign in and leave your ID in the office.

Lunch-Second graders will have recess first then lunch.  Our class lunch/recess time will be 11:05 – 11:50.  Lunch money will be collected every morning and there will be an account for each child.  Keep in mind that we do not make change; extra money will go into your child’s account.  Please make sure that your child’s lunch account is kept up.

Snack: We will have snack every day in the morning. If you choose to send a snack please make it somewhat healthy. No chips, candy, cookies please.
Dismissal- The bell will dismiss students at 2:05 this year.  Students who walk or receive a ride go out side door by the first grade classrooms.  Please be on time to pick up your child, and remember to send a note if transportation circumstances change for any reason.  Also, use caution when picking up your children.  Traffic can get hectic at times and we want to keep everyone safe.

Departure During the School Day- Please send a note and/or call the school, if you ever need to pick up your child earlier than dismissal time.  When you arrive, stop by the office.  The secretary will let the teacher know that you are here, and you will then need to sign your child out.

Absence from School- It is state law that you must notify the school and let us know that your child will be absent.  Remember that good attendance is an important part of your child’s success in school.

Academic Procedures-
Reading- Reading block will be everyday for 90minutes. We will be using a balanced literacy approach.  Instruction will be given to the whole class and in small guided reading groups.  We will be working with the reading series, little readers, leveled books, word wall words, and leveled library books. Reading is an important part of second grade so please help and encourage your child to read every night.  Please read the passage in the binder each night.
Language Arts-  We will be writing everyday in second grade.  We will focus on many different approaches.  Students will learn to write strong paragraphs with lots of strong details.  They will learn to use a writing rubric to guide their writing.  We will write for many different reasons.  Grammar skills will be taught during writing time as well.  The only way to become a strong writer is to practice.  Therefore, we will do many writing projects and activities throughout the year. 

Math-  There will also be a designated math block and we will be doing guided math this year as well.  The new series is technology based and the kids will enjoy all the activities and practice this series provides.  Please remember basic addition and subtraction facts are important for your second grader to know.  They are involved in almost all math activities, regardless of which chapter we are on.  Practice, Practice, Practice!

Social Studies & Science-These subjects will be taught in unit form and at times are integrated from reading topics. Each unit can last several weeks.  Children will be responsible for learning the concepts and vocabulary words from each unit.  These subjects are taught, but not graded on the report card.

Library- Our class has library check-out once a week.  Students will be allowed to check-out 2 books.  One must be near your child’s level and the other is a free choice.  Your second-grader will not be allowed to check out library books, unless they have returned their books from the week before.  If your child finishes their books early, they may be able to check out another book during pass time before our class library day.  Help your child keep their library book safe, and of course………READ, READ, READ!

Computer Lab- Second graders will use the computer lab 30 minutes per week.  During this time they will be learning important computer skills.

Specials

Physical Education- Our class has P.E. everyday for 25 minutes.  Your child needs to have athletic shoes for P.E. class.  When the weather is nice the children will most likely be outside for P.E. class.  Please dress them appropriately for the weather.  If your child needs to be excused from P.E., you must send a note stating the reason.

Music- We will have music class 2 times a week for a total of 50 minutes a week. 

Art-  Art class will be once a week for 50 minutes.  Please be sure that your child has all art supplies from the school supply list.

Important Classroom Procedures-

Behavior Management

Having structure and discipline is very important when it comes to the classroom.  No matter what age or grade, all students need to have consequences for their actions.  

Our classroom expectations follow the Lincoln’s school creed: We are responsible, organized, achieving, and respectful (R.O.A.R.).  Our expectations are simple: we must at all times allow our fellow students to learn and our teachers to teach.  When creating expectations for our classroom we will discuss what our creed and learning look like and sound like.  We will model examples of positive behavior and examples of negative behavior so that everyone has a clear picture of what is expected in our learning community.  Please reinforce the idea at home that each child is responsible for his/her behavior, and must bear the consequences of that behavior.  Self-discipline is one of the best lessons a child can learn! Here are our expectations in the classroom.
Responsibility: I Can…complete my work on time and return homework and notes to my teacher.

Organization: I Can….keep my supplies and desk neat and find my assignments.

Achievement: I Can……always try my best and work on reaching my goals.

Respect: I Can…be kind, use my manners, and listen and wait my turn.


Each Monday the students will be given 5 tickets to keep in their envelopes.  When a child misbehaves he/she will first be given a verbal warning(clip down) and after that they will begin to lose tickets(clip down) if inappropriate actions continue to take place.  Losing tickets causes students to lose recess time and not have tickets to spend in the class store. When students lose a ticket they will bring a behavior form home so please discuss and you will need to sign and return it the next day. I will also be using the clip up or down system in the classroom too. Everyone starts in the middle and either stays there or moves up for positive behavior or down for negative behavior. Students will highlight their chart each night.


Students will also have the opportunity to earn extra tickets throughout the week for extra good behavior, well-done work, good deeds, and compliments from teachers in the hallway.  Students will be able to use their tickets in the class store every other Friday.  I have items of various amounts (5-50) so the children will learn the value of saving for something they really want.  


If you have any items that you would like to donate, we could surely use them to keep our shelves stocked.  Items such as small toys, pencils, erasers, books, or ideas you may have!  Feel free to contact me with any questions.  Thank you for your support and cooperation.

Homework-   Your child’s homework will consist of spelling practice, reading passage from binder and 2 questions each night, vocab and high frequency word practice, and math facts.  Their homework will be written in their agendas each day.
Please take time to look over your child’s homework and help them if they need it!

How to contact me:

I would like to be informed of important experiences that may be affecting your child’s state of mind, such as: illness in the family, a best friend moving away, conflicts among family members, loss of a pet, etc. Please know that anything you do say will be kept in the strictest confidence.  

As always, please feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns that you may have throughout the school year! 

If you call during the day while I am teaching the secretary will connect you to my voicemail.  Please leave a message, as I do check my voicemail periodically throughout the day.  I am looking forward to a great year and getting to know your child!
Lincoln School’s Phone Number: 544-2671

Mrs. Shepherd’s Extention: 1138

E-mail Address: ashepherd@district100.com
Second Grade Webpage: www.thunberg.weebly.com

